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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC

Paper 0508/02
Reading and Directed Writing

General comments

Almost every candidate attempted all questions on the Paper, with some candidates demonstrating a degree
of creativity in their answers. In general, candidates require more practice in exam technique and should be
advised to pay attention to the following:

. Developing their own ideas.

. Answering all elements of the question as demanded by the rubric, and particularly learning to use
their own words and style of writing.

. Analysis and use of numbers

. Types of verbs and substitutes

. Sticking to word limits.

Comments on specific questions

Question 1

Marks were awarded for answers which drew out the main ideas from the two texts and for clarity, language,
presentation and style of writing. Answers which scored good marks included the following elements:

. Discussion of the role and importance of libraries

. Answer in the form of a paper presented at a seminar on libraries, not exceeding 250 words.

Some candidates wrote 500 or 600 words in answer to this question, or copied out large sections of the
texts. Other candidates wrote their answer in the form of a conversation. In both cases, marks were lost for
failing to comply with the question rubric.

One candidate who scored good marks for this question wrote:
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Question 2
Marks were awarded for answers which mentioned the importance of keeping the public library open to
readers and its important role in many facets of life. The answer should have been in the form of a letter

addressed to the official in charge of libraries, with reference to the candidates’ own personal experience.

Some candidates did not make reference to their own personal experiences, while others copied out sections
of the text. Other answers were written in an inappropriate register, or tended to repeat what had been
written in answer to Question 1.

An example of an answer which scored well follows:
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The following is an example of an answer which made good use of personal experience:
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Question 3

This question was answered correctly by a large number of candidates. The most common errors were in
part (a), where many candidates wrote “Al-Uxora” instead of “Al-Uxuru”; and part (e), where candidates wrote
“targhab” instead of “targhabu’.

Question 4

This question was correctly answered by the majority of candidates, although some did not know the effect of
“la” on the following phrase in part (c). Some candidates also encountered difficulty with part (d) because
they did not choose the correct form of the written number to fill the blank.

Question 5

Candidates were required to supply an example of four grammatical structures by including each in a
meaningful sentence. Part (d) proved the most problematic, as many candidates wrote:

instead of verbs such as:
da gy esey
Question 6

This question was not well answered. Many candidates analysed “al-/ati’ incorrectly, and also “hawa’iha”.

Paper 0508/03

Continuous Writing

General comments

Candidates were required to answer one question from a choice of nine. All questions were answered by at
least some candidates, although some questions proved much more popular than others, particularly
Questions 3, 6 and 7. Some candidates produced excellent answers which reflected their ability to analyse
the questions in depth and respond to them in a detailed and imaginative way. Candidates seem to require
more practice in responding to questions based on poetry (Question 5) and proverbs (Question 1) as these
form a significant element of Arabic literature.

In general, candidates require more practice in using punctuation correctly and consistently. Grammatical
structures which were commonly used incorrectly included: the five verbs and the five nouns; the dual case;
and the deputy agent supplying the place of the khabar. The use of colloquialisms was also prevalent.



Comments on specific questions

The same number of marks was allocated in each question for correct spelling, punctuation, paragraphing,
effective use of language and handwriting.

Question 1

Candidates were required to write a story based on the meaning of an Arabic proverb. This question was
attempted by only a small number of candidates. One candidate who achieved good marks made the main
character of their story an ambitious salesman who treated his family and his staff badly and who, in the end,
lost everything. Another good answer made the main character a football player, who became paralysed
and went overseas for medical treatment but to no avail. Marks were allocated for clarity of expression,
presentation of ideas, setting and characterisation and for the relevance of answers to the meaning of the
proverb.

Question 2

This was not a popular question but most candidates who chose to answer it scored good marks. One
candidate wrote:
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Another candidate recommended the creation of schools to teach handicrafts to schoolchildren, the
screening of special television programmes, and the holding of competitions with prizes for the best
participants.
Question 3
There were some very good answers to this question, with good reference to feelings aroused. However,
some candidates did not make any reference to treasures found in the wreck of the ship and so lost marks
for this aspect of the question.
Question 4
Most candidates who chose this question managed to describe the two invitations well and also their reasons
for preferring one over the other, and their feelings before and after making their choice. Good examples of
invitations chosen by candidates included: an invitation to a business meeting in Sharm EI Sheikh; an
invitation to a relative’s wedding in Germany; and an invitation to a graduation ceremony.
Question 5
Candidates were required to write about the meaning of some lines of poetry. Only a few candidates
attempted this question, which might indicate that candidates would benefit from more practice in analysing
and responding to extracts of poetry.
Question 6
This question was popular and was well answered on the whole, with candidates producing exciting and
imaginative stories. One candidate portrayed his main character as a graduate of the College of Arts who
worked in a library. His friends were jealous of him and tried to create problems for him. Another candidate
made his main character a struggling author whose works were always returned to him by prospective

publishers without any indication of why the work had been rejected.

One of the best responses completing the sentence supplied read:
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Question 7

This was the most popular question on this Paper. Many candidates were obviously writing from personal
experience and this added depth and authenticity to what they wrote. Some candidates, however, did not
pay sufficient attention to the part of the question which asked them about their feelings towards their new
country of residence.

Question 8

This question produced some good answers and again, the best were by those candidates who drew on
their personal experiences. Among the mistakes mentioned by candidates were: neglect of schoolwork;
taking medicine not prescribed by a doctor; hasty pre-judgement of other people; over-spending; deceit; and
failing to take notice of parents’ advice.

Question 9

This question required candidates to write about the photograph printed on the Question Paper. Most

candidates managed to write creatively about the man in the photograph, describing his character and what
he did for a living, and speculating on his feelings and thoughts. One candidate wrote:
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